
 

Since the horrible incident in Charlottesville, South Carolina, the heat of the controversy 

surrounding Confederate memorials can be felt throughout America. Confederate memorials 

have already been taken down in cities such as Durham, North Carolina, as well as Memphis, 

Tennessee, and other cities are currently debating the removal of their Confederate monuments. 

The controversy revolves around what the monuments represent and why people either support 

or oppose their removal. The vexed Confederate memorials should be removed from public 

places to oppose what they represent, properly honor Union soldiers, and to replace them with 

more appropriate establishments. 

The Confederate monuments are representations of beliefs that go against American 

ideals. When trying to find what the Confederate side represented, one needs to look no further 

than the architects of the Confederate Army. According to Tyler Zimmer of Jacobin Magazine, 

the architects have said that, “the cornerstone [of the Confederate States of America] rests upon 

the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery — subordination to the 

superior race — is his natural and normal condition.” The Confederate army maintained this 

belief of white supremacy when attempting to keep slavery and further oppress African 

Americans, and our Confederate monuments today represent this idea of racism. Additionally, 

Zimmer continues on to mention how wealthier Southerners that supported secession would 

threaten and sometimes even kill other Southerners that opposed secession. The elite ruling class 

of the Confederacy coerced the poorer whites to support their cause in the war, refusing to take 

no for an answer. The Confederate monuments represent their dark past and beliefs, which object 

to modern American political ethics. 
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Also, keeping the Confederate statues would be dishonoring those who died fighting for 

the Union. Confederate commander Robert E. Lee has been memorialized often, with many 

statues of him in different cities. Adam Serwer from The Atlantic states, “But even if one 

conceded Lee’s military prowess, he would still be responsible for the deaths of hundreds of 

thousands of Americans in defense of the South’s authority to own millions of human beings as 

property because they are black.” All these monuments honoring Robert E. Lee is approving his 

conviction involving the lives of hundreds of thousands that fought to do what was morally right. 

The monuments of Lee and other Confederate generals and soldiers disrespect all the people that 

died fighting to preserve American rights. 

Lastly, there are more appropriate establishments to replace the Confederate monuments 

with. The monuments can be places to remember the victims of slavery or segregation, but 

having Confederate monuments seems as if we are instead glorifying racism and hatred. The 

monuments of Confederates can be changed to represent those victimized by the Confederate 

army instead. It makes more sense to honor those that were hurt and changed by Confederates, 

and it properly honors the right ideals as well. Amanda Erickson from the The Washington Post 

explains how “Germany has converted the seats of Nazi power into educational spaces. Germans 

turned the headquarters of the Gestapo, the SS and the Reich Security Service into a museum 

called the Topography of Terror, which tells of the horrors carried out by those who worked 

there.” What Germany did after World War II and Nazi Germany can be used as a model for 

what we must do with Confederate monuments. The monuments can serve as locations to 

explore history and receive a full understanding of topics such as the Civil War, and this can 

inform the next generations about just the facts in that time of history.  
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Those opposing the removal of monuments argue that the reasons of succession for the 

Confederate and the causes of the Civil War did not focus on the issue of slavery. They argue 

that because of this, the Confederate monuments today are not symbols of slavery or racism at 

all. However, Confederate Vice President Alexander Stephens once said that slavery is “the 

immediate cause of the late rupture and present revolution” (Somin). Others argue that we need 

to keep the monuments in order to preserve our history no matter how dark it was. It is true that 

preserving history is important for a variety of reasons. However, we do not necessarily need 

Confederate monuments in public parks for this to be done. The Confederate memorials can be 

relocated to museums, where those who want to see them can have access to them, and the next 

generations can learn about the history of the Civil War and slavery in America. 

There is no need to keep the Confederate memorials other than to valorize those that 

fought to keep the institution of slavery. However, our history should be accessible to everyone 

no matter how tragic or terrible it is. And although we live in a very polar society, we must be 

able to compromise and accommodate for everyone’s needs. The solution would be to move the 

Confederate memorials to less public places, where people have the choice to go see them. This 

way, we can end this vicious controversy that is only tearing us further apart. 
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